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Lest we be thought to be making too much use of informa-
tion from late writers—superstitions that might have crept
in from abroad instead of being primitive in Greece—the
traditional stories of Greece give several examples of the
same order of ideas. Homer, we have seen, does not; there
is augury in Homer, and divine intervention—far too much
of it for modern taste ; and there is " second sight ", and a
horse that talks, and there are ogres and monsters and
changes of shape ; but all these things except a little prophesy-
ing have to do with the gods (such as Proteus and Kirke)
or their gifts (such as the horse Xanthos) or with the fairyland
described in Odysseus' after-dinner stories. They are not
allowed to affect the ordinary manhood of the heroes. Homer
tells of Meleagros without mentioning how he was destroyed
by burning that brand from the fire with which his life
was " sympathetically " linked 1; or of the wars of Nestor's
young days, against Herakles,2 against Elis,3 or among the
Lapithai of Thessaly,4 without letting the old gentleman
mention such exciting details as the shape-changing propen-
sities of his own brother Periklymenos,5 or the " Siamese
twin " shape of the two sons of Aktor,6 or even the monstrous
form of the centaurs. It is a genuine case of " expurgation ",
for in tales that Homer has not worked over, we do find
primitive ideas in plenty.
For instance, two famous Greek stories introduce the
feeling that the agency that did anything ought to be best
able to undo it—the world-wide idea of " a hair of the dog
that bit you " as a remedy. Telephos, King of Mysia, finding
that the wound that Achilles dealt him would not heal,
was told that it would only be healed by the spear that
dealt it. Euripides, taking the traditional magical element
in the story for granted, made a famous and, in its time,
shockingly realistic play out of the adventures of the king
when he journeys, disguised as a beggar, to the court of
1	II. ix, 527-599 ;  cf. Apollod., i, 8, 1 ff., etc.
2	11. xi, 689-693.	s Ib., 670-762.
4 11. i, 260-272.	5 Apollodoros, i, 9, 9.
6 2 on 1L xi, 709, quoting Pherekydes (— frag. 86).

